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BRAY, William (Albert Edward)                   
 
Private, 40743 
"C" Coy., 1st Battalion,  
Northamptonshire Regiment 
formerly M2/222681, Army Service Corps 
Place of Birth: Gayton, Norfolk 
Date of Death: Thursday, 18th April 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Cambrin Military Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 34 years 

 
William (Albert Edward) Bray was born 
Albert Edward Bray at Gayton, near Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk in 1884.  He was the second 
child of three, and the only son of John and 
Francis Bray.  John was a shepherd, like his 
father before him, but William, as he 
preferred to be called, did not follow in their 
footsteps and was instead by 1901, 
apprenticed to a cycle maker. 
 
By 1903 William had moved to Haverhill 
working for Charles Claydon, Cycle Agent, 
and living on the premises at 49 High Street.  
On the 24th October, aged 19, he married 
local girl Ellen Farrant, a drabbit weaver, 
aged 18.  Ellen’s parents, Thomas and 
Eliza, lived at 7 Mill Road, Haverhill and her 
father was a stationary engine stoker, 
looking after ‘Caroline’ the steam engine at 
the nearby Chauntry Mills of D. Gurteen & 
Son. 
 
 

 
At the beginning of 1904 they had their 
first son William Albert and Jack followed 
him two years later.  By 1911 the family 
was living at 7 Peas Hill, Haverhill and 
from their home they were running two 
businesses.  William was doing cycle 
repairs and Ellen had a confectionery 
shop, formerly run by Mrs Mary Sparrow, 
on the corner of Swan Lane and the High 
Street.  This continued until at least 1916.  
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Their neighbours at Nos. 4, 5 and 6 Peas Hill were 
the recently formed Haverhill Industrial Co-
operative Society. 
 
Left: Peas Hill and St Mary’s Church about1889 
 
 
 
 
 

William enlisted in Sudbury declaring he was born in Haverhill.  At first, he was part 
of the Army Service Corps M2/222681 assisting with the transportation of necessary 
equipment and food.   
 
He was then transferred to the Northamptonshire Regiment, 1st Battalion, as Private 
No.40743.  This Battalion was part of the 1st Division 2nd Brigade and in April 1918 
was fighting in the Battle of Lys.  Regimental war diaries for April 1918 tell us that 
after a period spent completing specialist training the 1st Battalion went back into the 
trenches at Cuinchy on the 7th.  
 
On the 13th they were relieved and moved back into cellars in Cambrin. The effect of 
the gas shelling just beginning to tell on a few of the men who lost their voices and 
suffered breathing difficulties. The civilians in Cambrin had been evacuated and had 
left behind almost all household goods which the Battalion helped to store and 
guard. 
 
At about 4am on the 18th April a very heavy bombardment commenced north of the 
canal, this gradually spread to the Battalion sector, south of canal and to the 
Cambrin area which was hit by 8 inch, 5.9 inch and gas shells. 

 
It was on this day, 18th April, 
that William was killed in 
action at the age of 33. 
 
William was buried in the 
Cambrin Military Cemetery 
about 24 kilometres north of 
Arras.  
 
He is also is remembered 
on the West End 
Congregational Church 
Memorial.   
 
Cambrin Military Cemetery 
photo courtesy of CWGC 
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial a wreath was laid with the message:  

 
In ever loving memory of my dear husband Pte.W. Bray, 

his sorrowing wife and children. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
William’s eldest son William Albert stayed in town and at the end of 1928 married 
Lillian A Deeks.  They were blessed with a daughter in 1929 and called her 
Gwendoline J.  It seems they moved, as three years later the birth of a son was 
registered in Tendring District, Essex, and called Derek W. 
 
Ellen never remarried and died in 1968 aged 83 years. 


